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went tlyin;. Haygoc:id shoyed

. ~tal}t9n, who went flying. A

. melee ensued. For(uliately,
·the 'doctors In attendance
·were not needed to provide
medical attention to the com­
batantsy who might. !!xPect a
call'from Garden boxing czar

·JohiitJoJumy Cigar) Cirillo, a
. mall' 'always In search or good
.'~ndercards, .' -. .

M· ICBAEL IRViN stifl awaits' his' day In ·co.urt.. 8eHMoou urW*irt
. bu~ .J:1e'~~l~eadY facing trial hi the..cpuft' of . WfAN'~ ~teve So~ers spot-

pubhc oplDlon. . . ted. in a· 'midtown eatery last
And c'orporate America is watching. Some compa- :- week~chQwiJig down with Ch. 2

nies that have contributed to Irvin's-estimated. weatherdude Ira Joe.FIsher.
$750,000 a year in off-the-field income have already 'Maybe the Wizard ofWeather
broken their ties: Sonie who happened to a cli.ent 'of mine . can introduce Somers to Ch.
were considering doing' busi- . - Warren Moon," . 2's medical reporter. Somers
Iless withJhe Cow~ys' flashy - R!osne·r eX'plaine'd that came o(.f·as·a dunderhead
\'eceiver before I)e was hidict·· Moon,:Who was exonerated.of Wed rie'sd ay, fe f~1'1'.1 ng t.o
ed on drug eharges:ha:ve now sp.ousal-abuse charges;has re.· Cone's lineuj!ysm. as a ."clot."
changed t!telr minds. " ·tained· some ..of his endorse- _ "An.d Russ' (Salzb;erg), you

Yet ·.Nike •. which has a ments.'but has,had trouble se· Iinow when-It's usually found?
groundbreaking partnership curing new ones; It's usulilly found in an auto-
with the.Cowl!.oys and ItProml- "All the hoopla -and atten,: posy," Somers oozeo. In situa-
nentrelati'onshlp with Irvin. tlon Warre'n's case .received . tions like these, you consult a
hasn't dis~WJl~ !)Im" '. , left· some adverti~e~:w.ith !l lJIedjcal expert so 'You, don't

"It wouldn't be pru!ient to. negatlv.e perception," 'J!,osner fall prey to Somers' shi,which
rush to judgment," said Er.in said. "SlIY.lniih is found to be .~ was giving inaccurate info: ...
Patton, Nlke's public relations . innocent? There. still wili .al· John (Jam Mas&er J).Sterling
lll!!nager..'~More than anything ways Ile' .adyertl'sers'who :wiII must have stunned a lot of
else we take a wlilt-aiid,see rem'eml>erwhatlhey heard.or . folkl;. as he:opened 'WedJ)es-
;1pprolich.and let the colirt sys: .read ·abbut his ·case. In their ' Y
tem ·ru.it Its_ course. Wll.•don't m,'lnd,Ii,e..wiII'siill'be guO11M." day 5 ankees radlocast say·-" Ing: "'Fhere's wondelfu,l ·news
make any.hasty moves.'" 'Because Irvln·is a me.mber.,. .concemingDavldCone.... He

Yet Industr.y moles say NI- of the high-profile' COWboys. '. h - .
ke's planned national ad cam- his case could have a tricKle- as an aneurysm. but It's treat-
paign featuring marquee!- ,down effect'to teammates' . -able." Of course it was good
members of its.foott>all stabl~' seeking endorsement monies . .~ (~ws:~at Cone's condition is
no longer Includes Irvin. who' , ..l. and the NF1L's overall mar.' - treatable;but calling It "won-
signed with the shoe 'giant- .. 'lteting eff<irt. ' . . ,derful" news Is Pollyanna re-
w.hen he tumed pro in 1988. '~,." "Whenever ',you .see tliese' .ilortlngJKlnif of like saying

A. variety of sports market·· p'rObleni~..pop. ·up•. tite" first the. rush·hour traffic 'isn't so
!ng mavens belieye even if II', question~sp'onsors ask the~-' . ba,d ..:....:;t-)'olltre In.0maha.
vin is found Innocent. his ca,,, selvesjs.·~.who's·next?'.Every- :';:' It was only a'ma~~,of
reel' as an endors~r. has been _thing gets general·ized,': time before Fox Sport boss
il'reparabiydamaged. Steiner said. . David Rill had his 'tro'ops

"Th'e whole b.ou·se has Said Rosner, "If something backtracklng on his statement
burned dQwn," said Brandon like this happened in Phoenix that any'Fox baseball broad~
Steiner afStelner Sports Mar- or SeattJe, it ~ouldn·t\getthat caster who mentioned a dead
keU ng. "Bu t the. damage much attention. Butthis Is the player oli the all' w.ould' be
w~s~~t totally done by t~e lat- Dallas Cowboys. The attention '·'sacked." Fox PR honcho
est sequence of events. He's . won't go away...· . Vince (Sflnmelstel'), Wladlka
nev!!r really gotten .8pyt!)in.g. " Perhaps Irvll;l's b~st shot.at 'explained that Hill shQulQ,n't
large .oil a national scope be- endorsementsurvival is,wlth,a . have been taken liter-all)'. The
cause he's crea~ p'roble!JIs, ·shoe· company.. This' 'is why real reason for the 'spin-cycle
for himself over the past few' Nlke. a company that ha~ tra· triP?):olc ~ows if Hill's edict
years with his attitude/,' , dltlonally stood by its athletes : :y.ras for 'real., Tjm' !W-e,(:arver

Though 1Mn s~iIl is entitled who have encountered legal' .' . wouldn't make ·It through:the
to the presumption. of inno- pJ:oblems, basn't publicly fifth Inning of the· network's
cence; corporate ~erica'sat~ bailed out 0ll Irvin. . . -J' l' M' h
tltude .toward .him· Is bardly [,As a billboard he'll s.ur- .. une opener::.. lCrop one. stars of. the NBA pla)'o1Ts. so
surpr:ishig.· . : .' ,_ ,- ' .. vlve." said Steve Rerz.ofMan-. . ~.... ! .. , . far aJ'e''f.NT!s combO of Dillmy

"I.n the mQ):keting wQrld. hattan·based GMM Spor-ts. slon. ...• l} •. ,. :. "! C~ne's conditi~.n. ·Sples say" Aln"e .aiJd ..Vem.e Lundquist.
sometimes the presumption ·"Becauseever.ytimeh.escpres ......W·._..,. , .' BIIl'I')' (Slu"el') StBnto... col~ ..
that y.ou 'miglit hav.e 'been In·, a touchdo,wil. you see the Nlke . _.... ..... umnlst fOr Gannett 'Sul)urban These guys are cooklng with
valve<! with something' could shoes and he;s wear-hig the liJ~ They s t~g'~.di. th.~· h'e aVy·. 'Newspape.r.~;, ~8s outraged che~lstiy..As .always, Lund­
be just·as dangerous. Just as slgnla. Let's say he's on 10 na· . weight trlpleheader at.the when-his chair was moved by a qulst Is the ·pro's pro.' while
harmful. to' .your marketing' .tilmally televised games and' . ' TV cameraman. Ch. 2 camera- Alfige Is. hlglily opinionated
than Ifyou're actually guilty... ·. he's on camera 30· times a Garden' on, Frld8)' night; .but· man'John (BaDUDer) Rqgoocl ·andl\lIiny.... Tony Bruno up­
sald'S&eve Rosner. exec VP-at game. That's 300 Impressions an ear,ty .un~ercard b9ut took . came to-the'-ilefense 'of the date: ESI'N Radlo's resident
Intergrated Sponsinterna· ..for30 mlllion viewers. Even If place at YaJikee'Stlldl'um that Dian who moved Stanton's weasel still hasn't walked the
tional. . ' they (Nlke).pald him $250,000. . !lftemooni tiefore:apressJ:on- chair. Stanton connected on walk..,... as-promised -to 8yra-

"Unfortunately, that has' that's pennies o~. the impres· . feren_~e .!1PdllP~l ~·~,vI.d :H:ay~ood'scamera, ~hich c~se. .
'. ''';: .. ,'.
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