
Eagle's plucked fro. '-'orkdebut

BY BOB RAISSMAN

surfaced. On Saturday, Joe ' Tim McCarver." Young J,B.
Buck - Buck's son - will said be has already discussed
team with T-Mac to launch the situation with McCarver.
Fox's coverage of Major "I told Tim I couldn't haY
League Baseball. Is young hand-picked a better pe~i
Buck feeling any residue of to work with," Buck said, ..
bad vibes? "No," Buck said. With Rangers out of playo
".My dad told lIIe a long time and hockey taking a backse
ago that nobody bad anything around here, It was good s
to do with him being let go at Ing Ch. 9's Russ salzburg d
CBS other than the people voting time for nice one-o
who made the declalon _ not one spot with Marlo Lemle

on Monday... _Showtlme
Its PPV arm - SET - have
cluslvely worked with prom
er Don IDng. Looks like th
will be changing. SET will d
tribute the Bob Arum-prom
ed Aug. 23 Vinnie Pazie
Dana Rosenblall boul
"They're being sensible,
Arum said, "It doesn't pay
lock younelf Into one prom
er." .. . It's still early in
season, but Chris (Mad
Basso Is already Into his n
roW-i:asting trip by beating
up with reports on his belov .
Giants. The Dog knows wb
he talks Giants, he's virtua
broadcasting to two people
himself and the otherwise
tute Dennis from Yonkers,

to the makeup room and saw
Bob sltllng there. I just said,
'Bob, I came within an eye­
lash here.' " Costas told Ea·
gle he bad food poisoning. In
1lIct, a doctor had to feed
Costas fluids Intravenously
before NBC's pI'egame show.

"The craziest part about
all this Is the night before I
had.a dream that I would do
that lotte.,. on TV," Eagle
said. "I'm not jo!dng'"

told Eagle that Bob Costas,
scheduled to host the lotte.,.
for NBC, was stuck In the
Lincoln Tunnel He advised
the Bird to get on so'me
makeup.

"It began to sink In that
this was going to bappeu,"
Eagle said.

But with 1:50 l,eft In the
belt, Costas arrived.

"I was a IIt1le disappoint­
ed," Eagle said. "I went back

laD (The Bird) Eagle came
within a feather of making
his network TV debut on
NBC last week.

On Sunday, SportaChan­
nel's Nets voice was In the
NBA Entertainment studio
In Secaucus preparing to
work the NBA draft lotte.,.
for NBA Radio. With about
8:50 left In the flnt half of
Magic-Bulls, NBAEntertain­
ment exec CraIg WlDDlck

the kind of guy who looks out
and cares about the guys wbo
play for him."

The feeling Is Van Gundy
may be reluctant to do much
oft-the-court work because
he'll need eve.,. second to be­
come a succe88ful coach.

"But Ifhe wanted to get Into
It, I would go to his house and
go Into his closet and see what
he wears," Steiner said.
"Then I would go Into his
kitchen to see what he eats
and drinks. Jeff Van G\lDd)'? I
bet be drinks a lot ofcheap or­
angejulce."

BouSTA1IC
George Steinbrenner (see

End Zone) Is at It again, med­
dling In Yankee TV afl'a1n.
The Bo88 recentlY said SQ1Jl
Waldman Is a candidate for a
permanent spot In MSG's
Yanks hooth next season.
Steinbrenner has veto rights
over any Yankee voice. "We Waldman, or any other broad­
can just say, no, no, no, until caster, Is In line for a .MBG
they (MSG) understand," Yankee gig, the network
S\8lnbrenner said. Yet.MBG should bave the call, not
has done a good job ofnot cav- Steinbrenner, who Is obvious­
Ing Into His BouNe88' de- 1y looking for someone In the
mands. He long wanted TollY booth to spin things his way.
Knbek out, but couldn't pull ... When Jack Bnck was
that off. Steinbrenner's al- dumped &om CBS' baseball
ready carped about Jim Kaat, coverage, reports ofbad blood
but that hasn't stopped K1t1y betweenthe veteran voice and
&om speaking his mind. U· then-pl\.Tfner Tim McCl8rYer

Think about It. Van Gundy,
the self-deprecating nebbish
strolling the sidelines like a
marionette In a baggy suit.
Van Gundy, addressing the
media, nervously rubhlng his
face or using his finger as a Q­
Tip to dll Into his ear. Van
Gund)', eschewing the big fan­
f:Y meal for the BII Mac.

And then there's Van
Gundy's Idea ofa big nilht out.
A trip to a Broadway show fol­
lowing the early-bird special
at Howard Johnson's. Hey, he
swears·by Ho"Jo's apple crisp.
Can't you see Van Gund)' or­
dering his main coune: "Pas­
trami on white with butter,
pleas.."

Revenge of the nerds? You
bet. With any succeas, Van
Gund)' will have all those Pat
Riley copycats sitting court­
side at the Garden burning
their Armanls and ruDDIng to
Filene's Basement so they can
dre88 like Jen: Not to mention
become the hero of every
sllde-rule-canylng megabyte
bralnlac In the city.
. Thoughts of how to market

Van Gundy are already perco­
lating.

"I wouldn't use the term
'nerdy' or 'geeky' for Jen: I
prefer to call him low-key or
blue-collar," said Steve
Rosner, VP at Integrated
Sports International. "But for
someone to be marketable, he
has to want to be marketable.
The ftnt question I would ask
him Is 'Do you want to do
thla!' "

Brandon Steiner, of Steiner
Sports MarketiD& said be has
alread)' talked to one clothing
company about Van Gundy, af­
though be doesn't represent
him.

"Jeff Is going to need some
work, but he can do some
things because he's In a hlgh­
prome position," Steiner said.
"He's already a sound-bite
master, but nothing funny or
really personable comes outof
his mouth.

"I would pitch him to com­
panies known for caring about
their employes because he's

T BE CHALLENGES facing Jeff Van Gundy are
also accompanied by opportunities. Along the
lines of Forrest Gump, Burger King's Herb the

(t Nerd and singer Elvis Costello, the Knicks coach is
suddenly in position to be a marketing trendsetter ­
geekchic.
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