Aikman, Smith
zad Corporate
America’s Team

By Steve Zipay
GTAFF WITTN

Buffalo coach Marv Levy saye hie Bills are the new
Amaerica’s Team. But fram Pagadena ta Madison Ave
fue, mm&ktting and media axecutives aay the

'Bo;

&',cn if the young Cowboys lase In Sunday’s Supar
Bowl, the team and players ovuld dominate the
multiwillion-dollar world of sperts-relatsd ade, product
andorsements and merchandiss in tha '90s, sevaral ax-

ports say
Sales of Cowboys merchandise — which dipped alon
with the team's fortunes In the late 1880’ — hava af
raady baunced back to the tep tler, and rising stars such
as quartarback Troy Alkman, premier runner Emmits
8mith, Nashy and wido recaiver Michael Irvin,
linebacker Ken Norton Jr. and 830-pound linuman Nate
Newton eould reap similar rewards

“‘Without & doubt that taam is back, and Aikman is
ready to go through the roof*' in terms of popularity, said
Brandon Stainar, grenidene of Stelner Sports Marketing.
Alkman and 8mith will be among the most sought.ahter
athlstean for endarsements thiv year, socording to o sur-
voy by Steiner's Manhattan-bused fiemn, which polled 80
senlor marketing exequtives a1 Fortune 500 companien,
Alkman placed third in the survey; Smith nighed sev-
enth, Bills quarterback Jim Kelly was sbeth.

At the -gmn 4 '\'ri Jn 9 woe:. preea:]l!ngllhe
gwma, agents are pushin, eotapes and pregs clippln,
of their cllents to tdvoﬂ!linu .mf: te re r:wm.‘;
tivas, Stelnar aald top firma such as AT&T, Cit and
1BM are looking for athletas with poaitive, claan, soclal.
ly-reaponaible images. “There's milliona in it for (the
athletes] if they can work it right,” he aaid.

Acoording 1o ad agenay Foote, Cone & Beldin,
Prancisco ~ which compiles an Advaertisers Professional
8couting Report for the Super Bowl, NBA Finals and
World Series — Alkiman is the “odds-on favorits to be

'plm to Disneyland' ** this year.

says the report, hea “lald-back country boy
aharm — ‘i‘ro.v Donshue with & southern drawl. Perfect
for Dr Papper, KFC, Capenhagen (hls chaw of chaice),

8hould Buper Bowl I mark the beginning of 8 new
Dallas dynasty, ev e will ba aching ta use Alkman, "

Smith, who already has a TV spot for Sterwr spparsl,
“runa ko he's on Durucell," says Bob Dorfman, who
writes the sometimes tongue-in<cheak rglon " Logk for
him on Wheatiss boxes If Dallas wins. The way he ma.
néuvers over, around and through makes him ideal for a
Jesp, Range Rover or Ford truck commercial. But call
soon = this could be the first of many Buper Bowls for
Smith and he's only going to get more naive,"

The new 'Boys aro a hot itam not anly in Texas, whers
overything from oyeglasses to toiletriea sports the rilver-
and-blue star. For fiva of tha aix yaars from 1678 1o 1084
Cowbays merchandiss sales ranked No. I nationwide
Then they dropped almoat annually, to 15th of 28 teams
in 1880, ascording to NFL Propertios. This year, aa of
Nov. 1, the ‘Boys have laaped back to No, 2 snd, with
thelr December victories, Rrobubly will surpass the top.
ranked Raiders when the final numbers are in

But don't count ¢ut the Bills, who've lost two Super
Bowls {n a row. Kally and Bruce Smith, their iws most
recognizabla players, eould pragper. But only if thay win

Holly, whose requme {n¢ludes nds for Nuprin, Do
mino's, Pre-Line and Frito-Lay, ‘'remaina the meal suer
ot¢sfu! endorser on the fleld in Paaadens ' Dorfman
sayz. And unlike the shy Aikman, Kelly 18 no shnnking
violet when it comes to promotion: He threw a party for
aorporate Lypes helbre laat year's gamae,

*"The biggest endorsaments are for sports pecpla who
eame to the forelrant afler a pariod of time,' paid David
Busna of Chicago-based Burns Sports Calebrity Sarvice
"Tha roocasion really cut buck on TV produeiion budgors
00 avan the top quartsrbiachs aren't golting what thuy

Troy Alkman and Emmitt Smith will be among the most
sought-after athiates for andoraaments thip mnr. according
to a survey o§ Stelner Markaling, which polied 50
senfor markating executives al Fortune 500 campanies.
8randon Steiner, president of the Manhattan firm, sald top
finne such as ATAT, Clilcorp and IBM are looking for
athieles with positive, clean, soclally responsible images.
Alkman placed {hird in thg survey, Smith finished
goventh, Bills' quarterback Jim Kelly was sixih.

Veenon |atlee

1. 8haguille O'Neal NBA Maglc

2. CalRipken, Jr.  Baseball Oricles

3. Yroy Alkoan ~~ NFL Cowboys

4. Dave Winfleld Baseball Twins

8. Larry Dlrd NBA Former Celtic
8. Jim Nelly NFL Bllls

7. Emmitt Smith NFL Cowboys

8. Bratt Hull NHL Blues

Timberwolvas

Heavyweight
Champlon

9. Christian Lastiner NBA
10. Riddiok Bows Boxing

What's Theit Appeal?

Jim Kell

The hulryn thinning, the QB controversy ls thickening and mos| expents
are predicting a third stralight Super Bow! loss, yst Kelly remains the
most succossiul endorasr on tha fleld in Pagadena. Ha jhrew a pary
for corporaie typeg beforg last Yeu‘l Super Bowl, His '92 ragume
Includes apots for Nuprin, Domina's and Pro Line and 8 guest spot on
*General Hosphal.® If Kelly leads Bullalo over Dalles, advertisara of
everyihing trom Speclal K to Kmart to Rogaine wiil be aller him,

Troy Afkman

Odds-on favorlie to be “going lo Disneyland™ this year. Youihful, laia-
back comig-boy ¢hatm -~ Troy Donshue with a southern draw),
Perfact lor Or Peppar, KFC, Copenhagen (his chaw of cholce).
Should Super Bowl XXV)I mark iha beginning of a new Dallas
dynastly, averyopa villl be aching 10 uge Alkman,

Emmitt Smith

Runs like ha's on Duracall. Star on tha tlga on tgam on the rige
Decant looks, great eyes, polsed on camera, So far besl in non-.
speaking roles, like TV &pot for Bianer apparel. Look for him on
Wheatiss boxes if Daliag wing, The way he maneuvers over, around
and through makes him weal for a Jsegaﬁan @ Rover or Ford truck
commarcial, But call soon ~ thla could be tha firet of many Supee
Bawla for Smith and he's only going 10 gat mors expensive

Bruce Smith

Enally the bast-known defenaive playar In the bowl. Surprising!

ﬁoitod, articulare, great smile. Markat hle *Bruce Smith fiak jJacket” In
Igh-ctime areas. Or given his abliity for sacking QB3, he wouki be

an ioeal endorser lor Helty Cinch Sacks.

BOURCE Surwt Bovt XX Vit Adveraary Piolsssnna Sooving Ragort by fonis, Gore & Batiirg/Ren f1ancecy




