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LAST LICKS

B USINETSS

- A Dream Team:
Ice Cream and Sports

Bar Where Fans Hoist a Spoon Is Set to Expand

By LYNNE AMES

SCARSDALE
HOCKEY gamc was on the (elevi-
aton and the crowd at East Licks
beare was hoisting a few — ice
cream sodus, that is, Described by

Its owners, Jon Dcutsch wund Branden

18 crowd and their parenta. Children from
toddlers to teenagers gather around its -
bles (which are autograpbed by the likes of
the New York ‘Yankees munager Jee Torre
and the shortstap Derck Jeter), eat ice
cream, frozen yogurt and candy, visit —
everyone secms to know ane another — and
watch the two television sets affixcd to the
walls, which are perpetually tuned La 2porte
events and news. .

This 13 a particularly busy tlrae for the
business, A second Last Licks is about (o
open on Main Street in Armonk in March,
and there are the Winter Olympics. "I peally
like ict skating,” Lindsay Rokito, 5, said -
between spacnfuls of Sedutto’s Cookles ‘o
Cream. o i \

Actually, the etoke has been drawing big
crowds year round Business, Mr, Deutsch
sa1d, has more than doubled since the con-
verslon to & sports motif in November 2000
from a plain vunilla lce cream establish-
ment Scarsdale and New Rochalle — the
shop straddies e border — support dozens
of reams for kids who play basshall, softball,

suburban towns, interest in aparts — partici-
patory and spectator — vergas on the obses-
give. Soccer moms and eofthall dads com-
pete with their children for space at Last
Licks’ five tables, especially on thpse days
when & famous athlete is du to show up for
un autograph sesaion.

*Thera's & really warm, special atmos-
phere — ice cream and sparts are a great
mix.” Benjamin Luzon sald A photographer
with a portfolic that includes pictures of the
former New York Yankees pitcher Whitey
Ford and the former New York Mots out-
tielder Mookic Wilson at the atore, Mr, Lu-
zan addcd; “fcg eveam is a great cqualizer.
A 5ports celebrity comes in; the kids are In
awe of him Then hc ordars a come and
arders yome contes for the kids and befare

g

‘New Rochelle, He had been &

shape of a batting hel-
met, left. Jon Dentach
is co-owner of the
shop, where sporta
memorabilia is sold
and candy, and where
- television $ata are
tuned to sports cventy.
A close-up of auto-
graphed baseballs.

you imow it, everyone 18 taiking and joking
around together.” 5

tranced with the variety of merchandise.
After college and a brief, unhappy stint in

the administeative offices of a large hospl-

tal, Mr, Deutach heard that the Galden

Horseshoe's ice cream store was lor sale "1 .

put mﬁfm mnng from my bar mitzvah,”
he sald, “borrowed some from my grandfa-

ther and made a down payment*’ He said he -

paid less than'$100,000 for the stare For
three -years, he operuted It as the Scoop
selling Sedutlo ice cream, a variety of
frozon yoguris and candy including Gommi
Worms, maited milk balls and dozens of
other varintics, but oaly dessart-type food,
1o pizza or sandwiches.

The turniag polnt came when he and Mr.’

Stelner got tngether at & fund-ralsing carni-
val at the Quaker Ridge Elementary Schiool.
Mr. Steiner, 42, is .chalyman of Steiner
Sports, & merchendising company based in

consultant for

“Whan 1 stumbled an Jon, I knew Pd met

s

somecne spesial,” Sald Mr. Steiner, " And
1'd bocn wanting -toi.share’ my sports can-
tacts.”

Last Licks incorpornte< a gports thome
into every aspect ol Its businass. The name
{tselt refers to the (inal tarn in & game or
series; before the 2001 World Serics, Mr.
Torre autographed a tabletop with the mes-
sage, "To Last Licks = I'm not surc when
we will be getting ours,” The ahop’s logo is &
smiliag mouth and a tongue Hcldng a cone in
which the scoop of ice cream is patterned
ke a basoball, Among the mbnu items: a

Munile sundee, a Cookle-!

- Mageio (as'ia Joe Dimaggio) sundea enda
numdae, L

Scooper Bowl g

Prices for the Ice cream ai= avenéetor :

the arcss and the product, Mr. Deutsch said,
loat space is filled. with

The 1,320-aquarc-f
. haseball cards, minlamre bats, helmets that

can double as ice crcam disbes, life-size
cutouts of eparts sturs, antographed ‘balls,

shoes, T-shirts and usod in bage-
football, basketball, and and bosrd
games with ¢ports a

. behind tha counter is a carmival-type wheel,
which customers spin t¢ win anything from

a free serving of ice"créam to » meeting
with:a sports . This, Me, Deuzach
said, i a favorita the children and
grown-ups. *We've had whale teams come

- 4n after gatnes and lina up 1o use the wheck”

The store’s nama is a0 acronym: Learning,
Imerest, Creativity, Knowledga and Sports-
mans’up, which is en the store’s fliers.

On a recent day, Scott Bakew, 43, &

0 1

lawyer tram Scarsdali, was In the store
with his deughter, Saaha, 8, and son, Ben,
10, Despite frigid temperatures, Ben was
dressed in runging sHorts, a T-sturt and a
thin-jooking windbreaker, “I'm an athlete,"
he said, explaining hs. attire. Mr. Baken
said that Mr. Steinaf had ‘been his son’s
couch I Littla League, and epoke of the
*tamily foel” of the placa.
“'Scarsdale 1a vary big on sports,” be sgid,
adding that there are leagues with trave|
team3 that are daveloped according to play-
ers’ abilities, and there are. recréational
leagues where everyone ls accepted on 3
team regardless of ability. The important
thing; he $aid, 1 1o play fairly and bave fun.
“The kids come In here aftcr a game, and
then they meet members of the opposing
team, and they ges frienaly with them ovet

_ice cream,” he said.

Ben spooned up coffes ice cream and hot.
tudge, grinned, and said be plays dasehall,

. bagkethall and soccer. Sasha sald she ice

skates, Then sha pdinted to the milticolorcd
sprinkies on hor vamilla lce cream. “'Seé
these? Everywhere else they're called
sprinkles,” ehe said, “put here they call
m jeters, Where else would you find

a
Last Licks, at 1074-78 Wintot Road,
Scarsdale, (2 open Sundays through Thurs-
days, 11 am. o 9 pa and Fridays and
Saturdays from 1l am. t6 10 pm. After
Memorial Day weekend, the shop (s apen an
hour later on and weekends.

Phona: (914) 725-5832.



